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Life-long community builder

History and art center named for  R.R. Smith
The Staunton-Augusta History

and Arts Alliance announced re-
cently that its new facility now be-
ing restored on New Street will be
named in honor of one of
Staunton�s most prominent citi-
zens. Once completed, the build-
ing will bear the name of R.R.
�Jake� Smith, a life-long resident
and business leader in Staunton
and Augusta County until his recent
death. Jake and his wife Doris are
well-known as quiet, but generous,
donors to many Augusta County in-
stitutions and organizations.

Staunton Mayor John Avoli,
upon learning of the announcement,
stated:  �Jake Smith is a classic ex-
ample of a true philanthropist. His
successes in life have yielded the
fruits that have enabled him to be-
come one of Staunton�s great bene-
factors. From the city�s perspective,�

Preliminary architecture and
planning efforts for Phase One (the
stabilization and rehabilitation of
the building�s exterior) of the his-
tory and art center are well under-
way. Phase One includes restor-
ing the storefronts and rebuilding
the lost balconies and central
tower fronting New Street. Con-
struction of this phase is sched-
uled to begin this summer.

In addition to exterior plans,
the process of refining the program
of building requirements is also
underway. This information is be-
ing gathered through question-
naires, interviews and workshop
sessions with the three member
organizations. On another front,
favorable bids have been received
for the removal of asbestos, pigeon
guano and other hazardous mate-

rials from the building. This por-
tion of work is scheduled to begin
immediately, so keep an eye out
for activity in and around the
building.

The project team from Frazier
Associates includes Kathy Frazier,
AIA as Principal in Charge; Carter
Green, AIA as Project Manager; Bill
Frazier, AICP as Architectural His-

(See Restoration, page 6)
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added Mayor Avoli, �it is about time
such recognition was given to him.�

  In making the announcement,
Dr. Don Wilson, chairman of the
Alliance committee, said: �The mem-
bership of the Alliance is honored
and pleased that Jake Smith would
allow us to recognize his many con-
tributions to the community in this
manner. Not only has the Smith fam-
ily been very generous on this project,
Jake has been very supportive of
downtown revitalization over the past
20 years. It is most appropriate,� he
added, �that this major structure in
downtown Staunton bear his name.�

 Originally built as the Eakleton
Hotel and more recently known as
the Tuning Furniture building, the
structure is undergoing a major
renovation that will house three of
Augusta County�s largest cultural

Phase One of restoration work is underway
(See Smith Center, page 2)

R.R. "Jake" Smith, right, shares
some happy Smith's Transfer Cor-
poration memories while at the
Waynesboro Heritage Museum
last year.

(Photo courtesy Daily News Leader)



Jake was also active in state and
national professional organizations.
He served as president of the Vir-
ginia Highway Users� Association in
the l950s, served on the Board of
Governors of the Regular Common
Carrier Conference of the American
Trucking Association, and in l959
served as president of the regular
Common Carrier Conference. Smith
was also elected to a seat on the
Staunton City Council in l955. Fol-
lowing the merger of the Company
with ARA in the early l980s, Jake
continued his business ties with the
company for several years before
retirement. He continued to actively
support many organizations and
programs in Staunton and Augusta
County until his recent death.
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Jennie Runnels, left, assistant registrar
at the Virginia Museum, discusses the res-
toration of the history and art center while
standing outside the building. Looking on
is Alliance member Betty Vellines.

�Smith Center

institutions�the Staunton-Augusta
Arts Center, Historic Staunton
Foundation, and Augusta County
Historical Society. All three organi-
zations unanimously agreed to offi-
cially name the building the R. R.
Smith History and Art Center.

Jake, the youngest of three sons
of Philip and Marian Smith, was
born in l914. The family lost their
Augusta County farm in the Great
Depression and the father died in
l930 when Jake was 16 years old.
That was the same year that the
three Smith brothers founded their
trucking company. In 1938 the
Smith's Transfer Company opened
its first terminal on Greenville Av-
enue in downtown Staunton. They
began a 24-hour operation doing lo-

cal deliveries for national freight
carriers along with their own long-
distance hauling. Jake�s older
brother, Raymond, died in an acci-
dent in l942 at the age of 33 and
this placed the burden of operating
the company on Jake, who was only
28 years old at the time. Continu-
ing to grow over the years, Smith's
Transfer Corporation moved to a
new terminal in Verona in l956. By
l960 operating revenues were $12.4
million and the company owned over
1,100 hauling units. In  l969 Smith's
Transfer Corporation topped $50
million in revenues and had over
2,700 employees. By the year of its
Golden Anniversary in l980, Smith's
Transfer Corporation was one of the
top 10 in the trucking industry, with
revenues exceeding $300 million.

(Continued from page 1)

Members of the Alliance braved
the cold in January to take Virginia
Museum representatives, Coordi-
nator for Statewide Programs Jef-
frey Allison and Assistant Registrar
Jennie Runnels, on a tour of the
Eakleton Hotel.

The Staunton-Augusta Art Cen-
ter, Historic Staunton Foundation
and the Augusta County Historical
Society are all anxious to comply
with the Virginia Museum�s high-se-
curity standards and this meeting
was the first practical step toward
doing so. Alliance representatives
guided the Virginia Museum staff
through the historic building, dis-
cussing exhibition, storage and ar-
chival needs along the way. Allison
and Runnels asserted some reser-
vations when the discussion of ca-
tering kitchens and loading docks
came up but Kathy Frazier and
Carter Green of Frazier Associates
rallied with creative solutions.

The challenges involved in re-
habbing a historic building to cre-

ate a center for history and art are
many. The T.J. Collins structure,
however, presents a plethora of op-
portunities as well. Touring the
building with the museum officials
helped define the difference be-
tween the art center�s wants and
needs and allowed all three organi-
zations to explore their plans for the
future of the building with museum
input. Allison and Runnels ad-
dressed issues of lighting, access,
climate control and storage that are
significant to all three groups.

Upon the museum representa-
tives return to Richmond, Allison
sent a lovely note to the art center
commending the cooperative na-
ture of the Alliance efforts.

 He praised the sensible pair-
ing of three non-profits with simi-
lar goals and added, �I wish every-
one at the museum could see what
you�re doing in Staunton.� The
R.R. Smith Center for History and
Art is making waves all the way to
the capital.

Virginia Museum representatives tour

future history and art center

----Don Wilson

----Margo McGirr
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ALLIANCE DONORS
Total Pledges, Gifts and Grants

February 14, 2001
$1,340,153.00

Preston and Jane Manning
Mr. and Mrs. P.W. Moore, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Moran
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Morrison
Evarts and Patricia Opie
Karen F. Painter
Col. and Mrs. Frank R. Pancake
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Pollard
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel P. Reed, Jr.
Karen and Victor Santos
Scott & Stringfellow
Roy L. Sherrill, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. H. Roller
Shipplett, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Sibert
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy D. Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Steel
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Vellines
Mr. and Mrs. Howard McKnight Wilson Jr.
Chip and Patti Yates

BEVERLEY SOCIETY ($1,000-$2,999)
Anonymous
Mrs. Thomas G. Bell
Mr. and Mrs. D.C. Brackman
Barbara Ann Brothers
Margaret and Philip Case
Mr.  Brandon Collins
Fletcher and Margaret Collins
Larry and Jane Crabill
Alice E. Dahlstrom
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Davis
Martha and Doug Degen

Janet and Earl Downs
Dr. and Mrs. C. Buckley Gillock
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Case
Kenneth Keller and Susan Green
Thomas S. Harman
The Rev. and Mrs. John D. Lane
Mr. and Mrs. James Lott
Patricia H. Menk
Dave and Debbie Metz
Angel and Beth Negron
Michael and Diana Norris
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon C. Page
John and Charlotte Rankin
Gloria Reid
Patricia and James Ridenour
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Roberts
Ethel Smeak

Nancy Sorrells and Taylor Family
William F. and Anita M. Sowers

Mr. and Mrs. J.  Alex Sproul
Donald V. Steger, Jr.
Frank and Bonny Strassler
Mr. and Mrs. Colin J.S. Thomas, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. C.J. Steuart Thomas III
Mr. and Mrs.  Wayt B. Timberlake III
Mrs. Gwen Walsh
Earl A. and Virginia K. Willis
Mr. and Mrs. W. Ernest Wilson

AUGUSTA PIONEERS ($1-$999)
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson Axon
Mark and Sheri Bang
Dan and Dorothy Baxley
Mr. & Mrs. E. Marvin Belden
Linda Biggs Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Benthall
Mary Biggs
The Rev. and Mrs. Tom Biggs
Nancy Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Blair

Ramona Bosserman
Marguerite and Alan Bradford
Anne Churchman Brown
Robert and Elise Brownell
June Bucy
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Caldwell
Marianne Cashatt
Frances Cline
Roy Coker
Robert Collins
Anita and David Cooper
Peter and Faye Cooper
Jim and Linda Coor
Nan and Ed Covert
Joan M. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. LeCompte K. Davis
Mrs. Katherine H. Dozier
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Echols
Mr. and Mrs. T.C. Elder
Amanda Smith Elliott
Rev. Robert F. Field

CUPOLA CLUB  ($50,000 & Up)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Robert and Amanda Avery
Mr. and Mrs. Gray Ferguson
Don and Patsy Wilson

EAKLET ON BUILDERS ($10,000-$49,999)
Anonymous
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Brooks
Katharine and Madison Brown
Judge and Mrs. Rudolph Bumgardner, III
Justice and Mrs. George Cochran
Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Stuart Cochran
Coors Brewing Company-Shenandoah
Dod Distributing Company, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Duke
Frazier Associates
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Gibbs
Dr. and Mrs. Stevan T.  Hanna
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Harman
Dorothy B. Moore Charitable
Trust
The Family of  Sarah East Nutt
Planters Bank & Trust Co. of
Virginia
Mrs. Rowe’s Restaurant and
Bakery
Dr. and Mrs.  A. Erskine Sproul
SunTrust Bank

T.J. COLLINS CIRCLE
($3,000-$9,999)
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. C. Philip Barger
Alphonso and Dale Boxley
Boyce and Deneen Brannock
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bugas, Jr.
Mrs. Charles F. Bruny

Dr. and Mrs. Carie Buckley
Mr. and Mrs.  R. Bruce Campbell
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Carter, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. S. Henley Carter, Jr.
Bo, Elsie and Rick Chittum
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L.M. Coleman
Cdr. and Mrs. Ralph O. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne H. Davis
Peter F. and Paula T. deVaux
Kenneth and Shirley  Elmore
First Virginia Bank-Blue Ridge
Ms. Dana Flanders and Mr. Ted Jordan
Mr. Dudley D. Flanders
Kelley & Robert Flanders/Byers St. Housewares
Marney Gibbs and John Zinn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Hamrick, Jr.
Bill and Karen Hanna
Mr. and Mrs. Howard T. Holden, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Holsinger
Dr. and Mrs. James B. Huggins
R.G. and Teresa Hupp
Victor V. and Sarah H. Ludwig
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Carol Jo and Joseph Mills
Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Moffett
Woodward and Mary Ann Morriss
Mr. and Mrs. J. Ross Newell, III
Mary Beirne Nutt
Mid-Valley Press
Scott and Toots Obenshain
Mr. & Mrs. Hierome L. Opie, Jr.
Helen and William Orr
Catherine Park
Lillian Pennell
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Phillips
Bill and Martha Phipps
Dr. and Mrs. Claudius Pritchard
Virginia G. Reid
Mr. and Mrs. James Ridenour, Jr.
Janice S. Rogers
Sally Rule-Gwinn
Katherine Wilson Runquist
Dr. Carol Shannon & Jack Cowherd
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Sherwood
Alice Gilkeson Simpkins
Susanne Simmons
Dr. and Mrs. William Sowers
Mr. and Mrs.  Richard W. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Swezey
Bonnie W. Thompson
Leland & Gail Ticknor
Sergei Troubetzkoy
Martha Walker

Mr. and Mrs. John West, III
Mr. and Mrs. Merle Wick
Cally R. Wiggin
Cynthia Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wills
Frances G. Wilson
Frank and Beth Wilson
Howard M. Wilson, III
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Wilson
Karen Wilson
W. Thurston Wilson
Sam and Virginia Winget

Staunton-Augusta Art Center
One Gypsy Hill Park
Staunton, VA  24401
Phone:  (540) 885-2028
Fax:  (540) 885-6000
e-mail:  SAArtCenter@aol.com
Office Hours: M-F 9-5; Sat. 10-2

Investing in your community�s heri-
tage is easy. All gifts are tax-deduct-
ible. Pledges may be spread over a
four-year-period from 2001 to 2004.
Donors who make gifts in the $500-
$2,999 range may elect to buy a me-
morial brick, donations from

For more information, contact
any one of the three alliance or-
ganizations. We have answers.
Augusta County
Historical Society
P.O. Box 686
Staunton, VA 24402
Phone: (540) 248-4151
Office Hours: M, W, F 9-noon

Historic Staunton Foundation
120 South Augusta Street
Staunton, VA 24401
Phone: (540) 885-7676
Fax: (540) 885-5976
e-mail: hsf@cfw.com
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 p.m.

$3,000-$9,999 will be recognized
on a special plaque, and rooms are
available to name in honor or
memory of loved ones. Also, re-
member that more than 8,000 cor-
porations match financial contri-
butions of their emplyees, retirees
and board members to their favor-
ite nonprofits so that donors to
any one of the three non-profit or-
ganizations above can double and
even triple their contributions.
Here are a few companies with
matching programs: First Virginia
Bank, Merck Co., R.R. Donnelly
& Sons, Fleming Foods, State
Farm, U.P.S., Virginia Power.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Firehock,Jr.
Otis Fisher
Monnie Huff FitzPatrick
Sarah Ritchie Fowler
Joe and Nancy Gilbert
Glade Springs Presbyterian Church
Mrs. William B. Goodloe
Joe and Ellen Graham
Mae and Jim Guthrie
Anne W. Gutterman
Edgar M. Hailey
Betty Jo Hamilton
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Hanna
Archer Hansen
C. Douglas Harmon
Amy M. Harris
Betty Ann and Collier Harvey
George and Jane Hawkins
Teena Hazel
Tom and Gina Holden
Mark and Sara Hollberg
Barbara Coyle Holt and Jack Holt
Anne Roberts Hooe
Louise and Michael Ingram
Gertrude Irvine
Tom and Peggy Jennings
Mr. and Mrs. John I. Keay
Catherine Kelemen
Kenneth Koons
Mrs. Howard P. Kyle
Haven Lecler
Kyle Leister
Eloise H. Lennox
Betty Davis Lowe
Royster Lyle, Jr.
Mrs.  James McAllister
Fred C. McCormick
Mr. and Mrs. John C. McCue
Margo McGirr and Jim Warren
Neil and Catherine McMillan
Ann and Richard McPherson
Daniel and Barbara McSweeney
Mrs. Margaret Mack
Mr. and Mrs. David Means

Stephen Wisely
Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes E. Wray
Kevin Young
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Young

IN MEMOR Y & HONOR OF R.R. SMITH
Mr. and Mrs. Clark E. Brown
Justice and Mrs. George Cochran
L.K. Davis
Patricia Menk

GRANTS & GOVERNMENT
$350,000 TEA-21
(Transportation Enhancement Act)
$100,000  City of Staunton
$2500 County of Augusta

IN-KIND
Lile Bell
Ed and Nan Covert
Kit and Sam Carter
Rick Chittum
Tommie and Bob Duke
Julie Farrell
Karen and Bill Hanna
Linda and Van Hanna
Dorthea Hudelson
Pam and Jim Huggins
Teresa and Butch Hupp
Nancy and John Keay
Jane and Pres Manning
Beth and Angel Negron
Betsy and Bill Pollard
Chris and Pete Richardson
Cindy and Tom Roberts
Nancy Sorrells
Lucy and Alex Sproul
Donald V. Steger, Jr. and
Marsha Vayvada
Frank and Bonny Strassler
Jane and Ross Testerman
Betty and Wick Vellines
Patsy and Don Wilson

How you can help
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The fund-raising effort to reno-
vate the Eakleton Hotel building
and establish the R.R. Smith Cen-
ter for History and Art has passed
the halfway point in its $2.6 mil-
lion effort. We are pleased to report
that gifts and pledges as of Febru-
ary total more than $1.3 million.
One of the most remarkable things
about this particular campaign
has been the manner in which it
has been conducted, both in style
and efficiency.

According to national stan-
dards, capital campaigns usually

cost between 6 and 8 percent of
the goal, i.e., a $3 million cam-
paign would normally have some-
where between $180,000 and
$240,000 in expenses like print-
ing, consultants, publicity, travel,
salaries and supplies. Because of
the large number of in-kind com-
mitments and the generous
amount of time provided by cam-
paign volunteers, the costs of
this effort to date have
amounted to only $15,000, pri-
marily for video production and
printing. Volunteers have written

scripts for videos, given dinner
events and coffees, stuffed enve-
lopes, made presentations, and so-
licited gifts. No consultants or paid
staff have been retained to this
point. �This campaign has been
a totally volunteer effort,� said
Don W. Wilson, the Alliance
Chairman, �so all costs associ-
ated with raising the money
have been kept to an absolute
minimum. We are very proud of
this fact and hope to complete the
second half of the campaign in the
same manner.�

Local history will be remembered in restored railroad hotel
The project to provide an exciting and beautiful history and art center in the heart of Staunton�s Beverley

Historic District continues to make great progress. A significant milestone in the Augusta County Historical
Society�s campaign toward the new center is a generous gift for the Reading Room and Research Library. The
family of the late Sarah East Nutt of Staunton will name the room in her memory. She was a beloved figure
whose own civic commitment did much to benefit the community and its residents from all walks of life. The
family and friends of the late Reverend Howard McKnight Wilson and his wife Virginia Prichard Wilson have
named the society�s office suite in the new facility in memory of that remarkable couple whose research and
writing did so much to save and spread the history of Augusta County in the colonial and revolutionary period.

Pledges to the campaign have reached $1.3 million. More than 157 individuals, couples, families, busi-
nesses and governmental units in the greater Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro area have pledged to the
campaign. The restored and rehabilitated 1895 Eakleton Hotel will provide the Augusta County Historical
Society its first permanent home, research library, archival storage area, exhibit gallery and gift shop.

Staunton-Augusta History and Arts Alliance

Don W. Wilson

Editors: Nancy Sorrells
   & Ed Covert

For more information contact:
Historic Staunton Foundation
540-885-7676
Augusta County Historical Society
540-248-4151
Staunton-Augusta Art Center
540-885-2028

Printing by Mid Valley Press, Verona

CAMPAIGN UPDATE from the Chairman

Staunton-Augusta History
and Arts Alliance newsletter

An occasional newsletter
published as a means of

information regarding progress of the
restoration of the R.R. Smith Center

for History and Art

----Katharine Brown



Historic Staunton Foundation
120 South Augusta Street
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 885-7676

With the donation of the T.J.
Collins & Sons architectural draw-
ing collection by Joseph Johnson in
late 1997, Historic Staunton Foun-
dation embarked on one of the most
complex and unique preservation
projects in its history. Although al-
ready familiar with helping people
plan and implement actual restora-
tion and renovation on Staunton�s
historic buildings, taking on the
preservation of historic documents
was totally new.

The foundation gratefully ac-
cepted the charge. It felt strongly
that the collection should be kept
in Staunton because of the visual
imprint the Collins� work left on the
city and because the drawings and
materials are significant to the over-
all mission of preserving Staunton�s
history and its buildings. The chal-
lenge of how to conserve, house and

Staunton-Augusta History and Arts Alliance

The Collins Collection: Preserving An Architectural Legacy
use this tremendous collection of his-
toric drawings and resource materi-
als will be on-going, and was one of
the primary factors in the renovation
of the Eakleton Hotel building.

A portion of the new center, to
be housed in the Collins-designed
building, will be equipped with a
state-of-the-art facility for the re-
search, preservation and exhibition
of these materials. In the meantime,
the collection will be moved to a
renovated space in the upper floor
of the current HSF building for ba-
sic documentation and condition
assessment. Once there, prepara-
tions for professional conservation
of the documents will be made.

Spanning the late 19th and early
20th centuries, the Collins collec-
tion includes over 1,100 project files
with architectural drawings, many
renderings of projects, a library of

bound periodicals, magazines and
reference books and files of corre-
spondence, photographs and notes.
Collins began his architectural firm
in Staunton in 1891, designing or
remodeling over 200 structures be-
fore his retirement in 1911. The
legacy of his work, and of his sons
who followed him, left a distinct im-
pression on the area's landscape,
scattering unique residential, com-
mercial, and religious architecture in
the varied and  popular styles of the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The T.J. Collins & Sons office has
been in business for over 100 years.
It exists as a vital link to Staunton�s
history and physical development and
is an instrumental tool in its preser-
vation. Thanks to the generosity and
family knowledge of  current archi-
tect and Collins� grandson Joe
Johnson, HSF will be able to exhibit
and interpret the Collins materials in
the context of Staunton history, as
well as use the collection to study the
vast architectural influences and
styles during these periods. A special
fund for the collection has been cre-
ated to help finance the extensive con-
servation work required. For info or
to make a donation, contact HSF.

torian; and Peter Aaslestad as Di-
rector of Photogrammetry. Joining
the Frazier Associates team is
McMullan & Associates of Vienna,
Virginia, structural engineers who
specialize in historic buildings,
Masters Engineers of Lynchburg,

(Continued from page 1)

----Deneen Brannock

�Restoration

----Carter Green

electrical and mechanical engi-
neers with extensive experience in
design of museum and archive
spaces; and KSA Interiors, award-
winning interior designers from
Richmond. Project Cost Inc. of Al-
exandria will provide cost estimat-
ing during the design process.


